
Ms. Ruth Namwese  the Acting Executive Director on the extreme  right poses for a 

photo with 3 of our OVC’s on the handover of their scholastic materials on 16th June. 
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ECCA CELEBRATES THE DAY OF THE 

AFRICAN CHILD. 

The organization of African unity (OAU) 

first created the day of the African child on 

June 16,1991. It was on this day in 1976 

that thousands of black school children en-

tered the  street of Soweto, South Africa, to 

demand for their right to be taught in their 

own language and to protest the inferior 

quality of their education. Hundreds  of students were shot down 

during the match. This led to a two-week revolt that caused hundreds 

of death and thousands of injuries.  

To honor the memory of those killed and the courage of all those who 

marched, the day of the African child has been celebrated on June 16 

every year since 1991,when it was first initiated by the organization 

of African Unity. The day also draws attention to the lives of many 

African children whose lives are violeted. 

On this day, nations and communities are 

encouraged to reflect on of  the challenges 

and conditions that may compromise the 

healthy development of an African child 

and youth around the world. 

 By John Taineomwangire-Advocacy officer. 
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A FIVE DAY FEDERATION TRAINING 

CONCLUDED IN LIRA DISTRICT.�
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BUILDING GENDER BASED VIOLENCE PREVENTION 

MOVEMENT THE WAY TO GO .            �

ECCA CELEBRATES THE  DAY OF THE AFRICAN CHILD. 

Gender based violence is like a thorn in 

the flesh . It can be compared to a silent 

but dangerous killer of some sort. this 

societal occurrence is the worst form of 

solving human differences. women, 

child and men all fall prey to this in hu-

mane behavior. 

There is not a single person that can to-

tally stand up and fight this kind of vio-

lence and yet some thing has got to be 

done. And I mean some thing very dras-

tic in order to realize an eradication of 

some sorts.  

But because no one will come from an-

other planet to come help and solve this 

for us, the time is nigh for a movement 

against gender based violence preven-

tion. 

A movement given its nature, gives 

a ray of hope to work hand in hand 

to up rot the plague against the 

child. Various non government 

organizations will work together , 

through net working, campaigns 

and advocacy to realize this goal. 

Gender based violence is not some-

thing premeditated and therefore 

given it’s abrupt occurrence, it 

needs stringent measures to pre-

vent. It's upon this back ground 

that educating the masses against 

gender based violence takes center 

stage. Men in this campaign should 

be targeted because it’s the male who usu-

ally perpetrate most cases of gender based 

violence. They are even strong enough and 

wield more authority in our patriarchal soci-

ety to be able to protect the child and 

women against perpetrators of the same. 

The community should therefore be fully 

involved so that they get to know where to 

run to in times of being violated and also to 

report such case of gender based violence 

prevention as they occur. 

      By John Taineomwangire. 
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   CHILDREN CAN THINK. 
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UP COMING DAY OF HE AFRICAN CHILD. 

ON 16TH JUNE.�
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MEDIA ANALYSIS: PHYSICAL VIOLENCE TOP 

FORMS OF VIOLENCE REPORTED AGAIN. 

By John Taineomwangire—Advocacy  and information officer. 

 

T 
he cases shared in this article are 

recorded in a media analysis exer-

cise that ECCA conducts on a 

monthly basis. The purpose of the 

exercise is to capture and record cases of gen-

der– based violence as reported in three Ugan-

dan dailies namely:- The New Vision,  Buk-

kedde and The Daily Monitor  newspapers ob-

tain evidence that can be used to advocate for the creation of policies that uphold the rights of all human beings in Uganda, allow for 

the follow-up of particular cases of violence, provide facts for human practitioners that shall enable them raise awareness and sensi-

tize masses about the prevalence of GBV in our societies. It is also imperative to bring to people’s awareness the gaps and achieve-

ments existent in case management which gives civil society organizations an opportunity to work with communities and duty bear-

ers in light of developing feasible strategies that best address gender– based violence in homes, communities and the country at large. 

 

A total of  95 cases of physical violence were reported in the 3 month of April, May and June. This means that cases of physical vio-

lence are still so high compared to other forms of violence. 

Men are still the highest perpetrators of violence of all the cases reported in April, may and June  respectively. Men are listed as  the 

highest perpetrators in cases of  physical violence and both child and adult sexual abuse cases. This could be attributed to the fact 

that men are naturally more violent than women and  the fact that our cultures also encourage the latter men.  

Society has shaped men in such a way that he should be on top of every thing. That’s why even when aman does wrong, the blame 

will be put on a woman. For example in Africa its never believed that a man can be barren. so in case a couple fails to have a child, it 

will be the woman to be divorced because she has failed to have children yet a times the problem is on aman. 

 

How ever the trend of victimization has started fluctuating as compared to previous analysis made. for example in April , men com-

prised of 80% of the victims of gender based violence, in may it declined to 48% of the victims of GBV being men and in June , 

women comprised of 39 % of the victims ,men 32% and children 29%. 

 

However it was discovered that the situations under which women victimize men is different from that of men. For women it’s a 

times done as last resort in order to be secure but again for men its just a common practice that women should buttered even when 

there is no genuine cause. For example in the month of June in katakwi district, aman raped 107 year old woman. In such circum-

stances that women have as well been pushed so  much that they are as well turning violent in defense. 

 

 

 

 

Turn to page 11 
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Forms of Violence Months 

  APril  May June  TOTAL 

Physical Violence 44 32 19 95 

Domestic Violence   9 9 

Child Sexual Abuse 14 14 3 31 

Child Abuse 1 1  2 

Child trafficking 2 2  4 

TOTAL 61 49 31 141 
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PARTNERSHIPS 

Empower Children and Communities against 

Abuse (ECCA) works in partnership with a number 

of organizations to help create a world free of Gen-

der– Based Violence (GBV) by empowering men, 

women, children and communities through the con-

solidation of preventive strategies against all forms 

of abuse. 

To  view ECCA’s partners organizations, you can 

visit http://www.eccauganda.com/partners.htm 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

AMANITARE 

The African Partnership for the Sexual & Repro-

ductive Health & Rights for Women and Girls 

(AMANITARE) is a Pan African Network that was 

launched in 1999.  It places sexual and reproduc-

tive health and rights at the heart of the economic 

and social development of Africa.  ECCA was cho-

sen to be the focal organization to spearhead the 

AMANITARE activities in Uganda for the year 

2007/8. www.rainbo.org 

 

CIVICUS (WORLD ALLIANCE FOR CITI-

ZEN PARTICIPATION) 

CIVICUS is an international alliance of members 

and partners which constitute an influential net-

work of organizations– at the local, national, re-

gional and international levels– that span the spec-

trum of civil society. The ECCA Founder and 

chairperson, Ms. Debbie Kaddu- Serwadda was 

elected to the CIVICUS board in 2007 . 

www.civicus.org. 

 

END CHILD PROSTITUTION, CHILD  POR-

NOGRAPHY AND TRAFFICKING OF CHIL-

DREN FOR SEXUAL PURPOSES (ECPAT-

UGANDA) is a loose coalition of individuals and 

child– focused organizations experienced in implementing 

programs targeting children that have been or are at risk of 

being sexually abused and exploited in Uganda. 

 

GENDER BASED VIOLENCE PREVENTION NET-

WORK is a network of activists and practitioners committed 

to preventing gender– based violence in the horn, east and 

southern Africa. www.preventGBVafrica.org 

 

THE AFRICAN WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT AND 

COMMUNICATION NETWORK (FEMNET) is an organi-

zation that was set up in 1988 to share information, experi-

ences, ideas and strategies among African women’s non-

governmental organizations (NGOs) through communications, 

networking, training and advocacy so as to advance women’s 

development, equality and other women’s human rights in Af-

rica. ECCA and FEMNET have shared experiences, informa-

tion and exchanged visits to learn from each other effective 

practices on gender– based violence prevention. 

www.femnet.or.ke . 

 

UGANDA CHILD RIGHTS NGO NETWORK (UCRNN) 

is a coalition of child– focused organizations in Uganda. It 

advocates for the realization of the rights of children. UCRNN 

helps provide resource persons to deliberate on issues affect-

ing children in different fora. www.ucrnn.org 

 

UGANDA COUNSELORS ASSOCIATION (UCA) is an 

organization for all professional Ugandan practicing counsel-

ors. It monitors the professional ethics of members and pro-

vides continuous training opportunities.  

 

UGANDA WOMEN’S NETWORK (UWONET) is an ad-

vocacy and lobbying coalition of national women NGOs, insti-

tutions and individuals in Uganda. ECCA is an active member, 

and has participated in all UWONET activities contributing 

greatly on advocacy issues. www.uwonet.org 
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WOMEN OF UGANDA NETWORK 

(WOUGNET) is a non– governmental or-

ganization initiated by several women or-

ganizations in Uganda. www.wougnet.org 

 

VIVA NETWORK 

ECCA  is a signed up member of VIVA 

Network, and international network that 

channels its work through Children at Risk 

Action Network (CRANE) found in Kam-

pala, Uganda.  

CRANE is a network linking Christian or-

ganizations working with children at risk in 

Kampala, Uganda. It links projects that 

share the vision of creating a joint response 

to influence and enhance effective and effi-

cient care for children at risk. 

ECCA and CRANE shall be carrying out 

jointly planned activities in order to improve 

the quality of child care.  

www.africa/viva.org. 

www.childatrisk.net. 

 

 

�

D 
omestic Violence cases reported in the media identified both men 

and women as victims and perpetrators of  violence. Cases of 

domestic violence reported included the following cases: - A 

woman  in Rakai who suspected her husband to have a love af-

fair with another woman and she poured boiling water on him. Also a Preg-

nant woman found her husband having sex with another woman, when the 

man came back home, the woman set the house ablaze with intent to murder 

both of them. 

 

 

The table below shows that actions taken by the law enforcers in follow-

ing up the cases reported in the media. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The public with the help of police and the courts of law ought to be applauded 

for the good work they are doing in enforcing the law and following up on 

cases of violence especially ritual sacrifice which is common today. 

You and i can make a difference!! 

 

John Taineomwangire is the advocacy  and information  

officer ECCA. 
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ABOUT ECCA 
Empower Children and Communities against Abuse (ECCA) 

is a not for profit organization in Uganda that was conceived 

in the late 1990s by a female survivor of gender– based vio-

lence who together with fellow female survivors identified 

likeminded makes with similar experiences and formally es-

tablished ECCA in 2002. The founding team members are 

also male and female human rights activists and child welfare 

practitioners. ECCA’s primary aim is ; 

To promote the proactive participation of men in the design 

and implementation of gender– based violence prevention in-

terventions. 

 

Vision: A world free of gender– based violence 

 

Mission: To empower children, men and women to work to-

gether against all forms of gender– based violence 

 

Aim: To facilitate individual and community responsibility 

and proactive male participation in gender– based violence 

prevention.. 

 

Program Areas 

Psychosocial Support Program. 

· Child Support . 

· Counseling letter link. 

· One to one counseling. 

Community Empowerment Program. 

· Capacity Building . 

· Research & Advocacy . 

· Net working. 
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